Neck pseudo-bruising secondary to acute aortic dissection.
We report a case of lethal acute aortic dissection revealed by a large ecchymotic area at the root of the neck; the subject was an 86-year-old man who died suddenly in his hospital room. His medical history included ischemic heart disease with pacemaker implantation and an aortic surgical prosthesis. Forensic autopsy showed a major subcutaneous hemorrhage in the neck and large left pleural and pericardial adhesions secondary to thoracic surgery. The cause of death was an acute aortic dissection. Large adhesions led to an extensive mediastinal hemorrhage, spreading to the subcutaneous tissues of the neck. This case report highlights the difficulties in differentiating between traumatic and pseudo-bruising during a death scene investigation. The etiologies of pseudo-bruising are reviewed.